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vailvue of Team WorK'in
£ ByCADET HAROLD WHITE  ties were placed at various loea-

- Some Wyoming Army Na- tions on the North Range at

tional Guard units recently Camp Guernsey. Then medevac
“learned the value of team work requests were gent in to the

~in the nation’s defense strategy.  920th to cute them to s
~Members of the $20th Medical ne. 4

fgneuchmeut (Air Ambulance)
‘and the § Air Traffic Control
“Detachinent, both based in
- Cheyenne, participated in Oper-
‘ation Red Flag. : : .

The exercise was a combined

7Army National Guard, active

~ Air Fore

“Reserve fae
at Camp y. The 920th
was performing its two weeks’
annual tralning period (AT) and
the 34%th was providing ‘exer-
cise support.

“In the past we went to AT

-and trained for our ARTEP
(Army Readiness Training and
.Evaluation Program). This
time we are really working the
system,"” said Staff Sgt. Bruce
Koerwitz of Cheyenne, first ser-
‘geant for the 920th.

The wartime mission of the
920th is to provide front.line
combat caspalty care. Mem.
bers of the unit perform as field
medics and casualty evacuation
crews utilizing UH-1 helicopt.
ers. g

‘““Our mission is to tr
medical supplies and personnel,
casualties and whole blood.
We're getting to do that here,”
said Capt. Dana Dockendorf of
Laramie, commander of the
§20th. :

The concept beghind Opera-
tion Red Flag was to acquaint
the participants with the condi.
tions they might encounter
working in a combat enviroa-
ment. The exercise was divided
into three, three.day blocks
where participants physically

Air Guard and Naval

went through field trataing in. )

volving mobilization,. gite se.
lection and establishment of a
tactical bivouac site.

Classes were taught on a vari.
ety of military and medical sub-
jects, and problem-solving

:exercises tested the partici.
pants’ knowledge and krow- -

how. .
“We've tested every skill we
_ have and recarded a lot of flight
time, which is very important,”
Koerwitz said. “From medies to
mechanics we are doing it all.”
The finale to each hlock of the
“ exercise was a
evacuation drill. Here

exercise held

mass; casuaity
casual- .. m

is the first polnt of Bvaluation
and stsbflization for casualties.

From there troops are treated -
#nd returned to duty or trans.

ported to other rear area medi.
cal facilities. The medevae
requests were received either
by radio or land.ine commu.
nications by the operations sec-
tion of the 920th.

“Anyone with a radio and our
frequency can call in s medevae
request,” Pvt. 2 Ronald Rukyzo
of Cheyenne said. Depending on
the availability of assets the
missions are approved or denp.
ied by the medevac operations
center.

“I look at our situation board
and determine if we have the as-
sets to handle the request,” said
Sgt. Dan McCraken of Laramie,
operations sergeant. Once a

"mission is approved, an aircraft

and crew are alerted, assem.
bled and a pilot is briefed.

“I tell Mim where he is going
and what to expect when he gets
there,” said Sgt. Bill Turner of
Cheyenne.

For most of those in the Na-
tional Guard, AT is a time to re-

_fine individual skills and bring

the unit together as a whole, but
for 2nd Lt. C. Allen White of
Cheyenne, AT was an educatio-
nal experience.

“I got back trom flight school
the day before we came up here,
20 I'm trying to learn every-
thing about my unit and our
mission,” White said. He served
as the Army/Alr Force laison
officer for each service. His job
was to keep members of the
Army, and the Air Force “on the
same sheet of music,” as they

todk a while to

figure out what others were try-

ing to say,” White said.
In addition to participating in
Operation. Red Flag, the 920th

-also condueted other

> missgion.
ited fraining that de.
4vesi more of their.sol-

A secofid echelon medicaifs-
cility is (€ar the front linés and

STAFF SGT. Dale Pawltng of ~tachment, the

Cheyenne secures » Biter tn 2 <
UH-1 helicopter during Cpera.
tion Medical Red Flag. Pawl--
ings, a member of the #20th -
Medical Detachment (Afr Am.
Wyo Army Na.
tional Guard, which joined -
forces with the Army Guoard’s >
Uk Air Traffic Contral

Flag, then we are stacking ours
on top of that. Really we areget.
tingtwicethekalningoutcgqq_;.
time.” B T sﬁ‘ g !
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Wyoming Al
Guard, members of the Naval
Reserve and the regular Afr
Force to complete two weeks’
annual training at Camp Guern-
sey. The multi-force effort mes-

sured the combat medical

readiness of all #s participants.

~(187th Publie Affairs De-

chment photo by White)

Operation Medical Red Flag,
according to Staff §gt. Timothy
Peterson of Littlston, n;(r::::-
““We’'ve been controlling

ffic since this exereise :::ma
It’s been good training us,”
Peterson said.






